Endovascular management of iliofemoral venous occlusive disease.
New developments in the management of both acute and chronic iliac vein occlusive disease offer exciting options for the treatment of this often debilitating condition. Percutaneous clot removal using thrombolysis, mechanical thrombectomy, or a combination of the two is fast becoming the treatment of choice for patients presenting with acute iliofemoral deep vein thrombosis. Recanalization of chronic iliac vein occlusions with balloon angioplasty and stenting relieves symptoms of extremity swelling and pain in the majority of treated patients. Existing data provide convincing proof of the efficacy of endovascular recanalization procedures, and upcoming prospective, controlled trials will further clarify the role of these techniques in the therapeutic armamentarium.